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the Shaikh. He spent sixteen years of his life like this after completing his formal education; what is
left in life after that? But they were well acquainted with the value of this wealth. Those of us, who
were blessed with his company in the beginning, could hardly-tolerate being away from him beyond
one week and after that our only thought was how to meet him again. How could our daily
commitments stop us because we didn't feel like working? We tried to reach him by Asr Salah and be
with him for the Maghrib Zikr. That night we felt like a thirsty man who has quenched his thirst or a
starving man who has consumed fill. Feeling rej uvenated we returned to our daily commitments, but
after one week the desire to meet him resurfaced. Although we had been blessed with Lata'if and
Maraqbat, the feeling of his presence was different and the beneficence of his company was unique. I
routinely engaged in Zikr on my Lata'if for two hours in the evening and for four hours in the small
hours of the night. The locations of our Lata'if ached as if someone had thrust iron rods there. In the
Winter, we used to have a brown sugar drink before going to bed to prevent bleeding from our
stomachs. We dissolved alum in water and gargled to avoid developing sores in our mouths; taking
Ispaghula husk with brown sugar drink made the stomach strong. These were the physical effects of
the intensity of Divine Lights. But all of these hardships were of no value to us when compared to a
single glance of our Shaikh; our Shaikh's single look was more preciousto us!
The aim of describing all this is not to glorify myself'but to tell you that this is a very important task.
If Allah has granted you this opportunity and you are spending your time in this pursuit, then you
should also realize its requirements. These conventions are neither mere rituals nor the occasions to
develop contacts, fulfil a formality, meet friends, chat for some moments and leave. The real goal is
the absorption of the Barakaat that is related to one's effort and endeavour, along with the degree of
deference and the time spent in Shaikh's company. Those who consider it insignificant and think that
they canafford toattend the gathering at their leisure because 'the Convention will still be in progress,
the Shaikh will also be present’, must realize that there is no spare time in life. The vicious cycle of
the necessities of life keeps one in a spin ‘round the clock’. There is nothing such as free time even
with those who are just resting and doing nothing. Even those who are sleeping are not free. Zafar
Igbal, alocal Poet once said,

He did nothing the whole day,

While I only rested,

He was busy doing his job,

While I did mine.
There is no such thing as spare time in the commitments of one's daily life; one has to sort them out
according to their own priorities. The top priority is given to the most important task followed by the
next important and so on. Similarly, all important issues are accordingly prioritised so that life
assumes an organized pattern. Just getting up in the morning like an uncouth person and locking
horns with anyone you come across is not a desirable lifestyle. It is like wasting the time given to us
by Allah™". Everyone, before going to sleep, should planabout his coming day: If Allah™" permits my
life to continue tomorrow, what would be the most important assignment, the next and the next?
When we prepare such lists, they usually contain the fixed routines of daily life like going for job,
business, labour, meeting people. However, one of the most important requirement, besides these
priorities, is the adherence to the Shari'ah. One needs to make a strong effort to follow the Shari'ah,
and the most significant factor is the company of the Shaikh, which strengthens the resolve to follow
the Shari'ah. A single second of his company may prompt feelings which cannot otherwise be
developed in a whole year. So, prudently understand the requirements and procedure of the subject
that Allah™ has given you the opportunity to pursue, and acquire your goal. May Allah™" accept your
endeavour and that you attain as much as possible!

<2009 0w
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high; we are not comparable even to the dust on their feet. They fought oppressive sultans,
endured severe hardships, but stood their ground for the right path and showed it to us.
However, the Sunnah of transmitting feelings of the Qalb to every student is not observed with
them even. They passed on these feelings of the Qalb and Zikr-e Qalbi only to very few people;
the rest of the seekers were taught only Shari'ah and Waza'if. Those bestowed with those
feelings of the Qalb were very few and can be counted on one's fingertips. The Sunnah of
delivering feelings of the Qalb to everyone has not been observed for fourteen centuries, since
the time of the Taba' Taba'een. Then, an ordinary farmer, wearing coarse clothes, living in a
far off and unfamiliar area started shining on the horizon of Sufism and rekindled this Sunnah.
It was after the era of the Taba Taba'een that once again the Sunnah of everyone attending his
company and leaving with those feelings of the Qalb was observed, this time in the era of
Hadhrat Allah Yar Khan. Some people have criticized me, declaring my opinion the result of
my veneration for my Shaikh. In response, I turned back the pages of history and asked them
whether they could show me the name of a single distinguished saint after Khair al-Quroon in
whose presence everyone was blessed with those feelings. On the other hand, even the waterer
of Hadhrat's mosque had been blessed with Fana fir Rasool. Usually the waterers of villages'
mosques are not even regular in offering Salah but the waterer of Hadhrat's™ mosque was such a
devout Sufi that one day while he was performing Zikr alone in the mosque a snake crawled in and
coiled up on his foot and kept on sitting there till the end of Zikr. He remained unaware of the
presence of the snake throughout Zikr and was astonished to find it sitting on his foot and scolded it
away. Snakes pick out their prey by sensing body heat, then why didn't it bite him and left quietly
after being scolded? My reverence to my Shaikh is a fact and I don't hesitate in saying that the respect
that I have for my Shaikh is the maximum that a human being can have for another. I met him fifty
years ago, spent twenty-five years in his company and from the day we first met till today, by the
grace of Allah, I never had any doubt in my heart about him. I spent my entire life according 1o his
wishes and submitted my will to him and may Allah™ never bring a time that I develop any doubts.
These are not ordinary matters to be discussed: however, at times they have to be revealed. I told
Satan not to waste his time on creating doubts about my Shaikh in my heart. He can try to create
doubts about anything else, but he shouldn't waste my time as well as his on it; from that day he has
ceased disturbing me on this issue. .

When Hadhrat™ completed his formal education he didn't believe in Sufism, rather he used tonegate
it. But when he met his Shaikh, he accepted it, understood it and did not leave that place for sixteen
years. He was a farmer; he used to visit his home during the harvesting season and after disposing of
the harvest. and dispensing with the annual needs of his family, he would return. As a routine, for
sixteen years, he used to get up for Tahajjad, engage in Zikr on his Lata'if till morning prayers; after
offering his morning prayers he would resume that same Zikr on his Lata'if till [shraq (optional
prayers after sunrise); and again till Chasht (optional prayers just before noon). This would be
followed by lunch, a nap for a while and then resumption of his Zikr of the Lata'if till Zuhr (midday)
prayers. From Zuhr till Asr (afternoon) prayers and from Maghrib till '[sha prayers at night, this Zikr
would continue. He would have his dinser after Isha prayers and then go to sleep. He spent sixteen
years like this and left the place only when instructed by his Shaikh. He was told by his Shaikh that he
was ready for spreading this blessing to other people and his spiritual lessons would continue to
advance. The point of this discourse is that people like him knew the importance of the company of
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corners of Jannah. There, we will have all of the blessings of Allah, the palaces, the wives, a variety of
fruits, food and drinks, but we will be deprived of beholding your noble countenance: no more will
we enjoy the pleasure of your company that we are blessed with here, and will also not be honoured
with your audience; then what use is Jannah to us? He expressed these deep-seated sentiments of his
heart so earnestly that the Holy Prophet ™" became silent. His emotion was so deep and intense that it
was replied to by the Creator Himself, 4nd whoso obey Allah and the Messenger, they will be in the
company of those on whom Allah has bestowed His Grace, of the Prophets, the Siddigeen, the
martyrs and the righteous - 4:69. Such devout people will enjoy the company of the blessed ones in
Jarmnah. As they are honoured with the company of the Holy Prophet™**here in this world they will
be blessed with his audience there as well. Nobody will stop the chosen people of Allah™ to enjoy
the audience of the Prophets™; the company of Siddigeen and martyrs of the Right path; those
righteous people who spend their youth and entire lives in the Cause of Allah™". They will be residing
attheir own places but nobody will stop them from attending these gatherings.

How strange were those people? They agreed to enter Jannah only when they were permitted to
attend the audience of the Holy Prophet™™. This was the effect of his company. Just one glance
granted them something that was uniquely and exclusively theirs; the excellence that conferred on
them the title of Sahabi (Companion). Sahabi is not a mere word, not anomenclature, but a reality in
itself. After Prophets™, the zenith of humanity is enjoyed by a Sahabi. All distinguished saints are to
be respected and honoured but even if we accumulate all of their excellence from the first to the last,
it cannot match even the dust on the feet of a Sahabi. At the apex of sainthood, begin the ranks of the
Taba Taba'een, above them are the Taba'een, and above them all is the status of the Sahabah
(Companions). The beneficence that they received from one glance, during the company of only a
few moments, cannot be achieved, even after years of continued effort. Performing Zikr for an entire
lifetime cannot elevate a person to the level of a Sahabi. What could be lacking? It is that single
glance of the Holy Prophet™" and his presence! However, the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™"™
is everlasting; it will remain effective and his beneficence and blessings will be available till the Day
of Judgment. The seekers of this beneficence will continue their quest and Sufi masters will keep
on transferring it to them. Anyone who stepped into this field did acquire some beneficence and
blessings. However, it was, for the first time, after Khair al-Quroon (the Best of Times) that the
Sunnah of every seeker being rewarded with these feelings of the heart was revived by
Hadhrat Allah Yar Khan™. People used to criticize me for saying this and I duly answered
their criticism, now they don't criticize me anymore. However, the reality is that I always
recount a historical fact; it was the distinction of Prophethood that the status of a Sahabi was
conferred on any faithful who attended the company of the Holy Prophet™"; of course, there
are different grades within the Sahabah but basically everyone was blessed with the status of
Sahabiat whether rich or poor, young or old, male or female, strong and stoutly built, weak and
pale, a scholar or an illiterate, everyone was bestowed with the status of a Sahabi. Whosoever
embraced the Faith and attended the company of the Holy Prophet™™ became a Sahabi. This
same Sunnah remained alive in the era of the Sahabah; any Muslim, who attended their
company, became a Tabi. The same process continued in the time period of the Taba'een and
any of the faithful who attended their company became a Taba Tabi. After the golden era of
Khair al-Quroon this Sunnah was suspended. There have been many distinguished saints
whose knowledge, religious status, righteousness, piety and spiritual ranks are indeed very
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bodies aid in the development of underground minerals; one star may influence the growth of
vegetation, while another affects aquatic life. Somewhere on earth crops are springing up in fields,
elsewhere there is exploration of minerals buried underneath. There is a wealth of gold, silver,
diamonds, other precious stones, and mineral oil and gas stored beneath the earth's crust. On its
surface are grassy fields, to fruity trees, flowers, crops, flocks of birds and cattle; for whom have all
these riches been created? Allah™ declares that all of these creations are subservient to you; this
orchestration of life has been organized for your service. The Holy Quran mentions in Surah al-
Baqarah Verse 29: He it is Who created for you all that is on earth. Tt means that the life created on
earth and all of its activity is oriented to serve humanity. Every creation is engaged in serving
humanity and the universe is operating just to provide its service to every human being; and this best
of creations achieves the purpose of his life only by submitting to Allah's Prophets. The Holy
Prophet™* has been appointed as the Prophet for entire mankind. Anyone putting his faith in his
Prophethood, wherever he may be, shall accomplish the goal ofhis life.

Prophethood is the most exalted status among mankind. Nobody else can be compared to a Prophet,
not even to the dust on his feet. Who are the best people in mankind, after the Prophets? They are the
Companions of the Holy Prophet™™, the best in all Umamm (the plural of Ummah, a group of
followers) and the best in entire humanity! The question is how were they blessed with this status?
Did they offer extra Salah; put in more endeavours or fasted for more days? No, only that they were
blessed with the company of the Holy Prophet™™ and were elevated to the highest status, that of
Companionship. There were a few Companions who died even before compulsory Salah were
decreed: some of them left this world even before Saum was ordained; a few Companions passed
away before Jihad was enjoined. They neither fasted nor participated in Jihad, because the orders had
not yet been given, but still they achieved the status of Companionship of the Prophet™". All those,
who followed them, even with a supreme level of piety and righteousness, cannot be compared to
even the dust on a Companions' feet. How did they getto this level of eminence? They were elevated
to this level only because they were blessed with the company of the Holy Prophet™"*.

What was the act that granted them this prestigious status of Companionship? It was a mere glance of
the Holy Prophet™! After embracing Faith, a single glance at the Holy Prophet™**“earned them the
noble status of Companionship. Imagine the experience of being in his Company; what did they
obtain while in the presence of the Holy Prophet™"*? Jannah is a place thathas been praised by Allah
* Himself: the Holy Prophet™" also praised the pleasures of Jannah and their permanence. The
Companions™ were sitting in his company when Jannah was being discussed. A destitute and
tattered Companion™ who was merely earning a meal a day, after a hard day's work, abruptly
addressed the Holy Prophet™™ 'O Messenger of Allah, T do not want Jannah.' Surprised, the Holy
Prophet™" asked, 'Allah wants you to long for Jannah: I also praise Jannah, pray for it and even
enjoin others to do so, but you don't want it, why? He said T am a poor labourer. I toil hard but still
cannot rid myself of poverty; my body aches with fatigue the whole night, and in the morning I
labour again, life is difficult. In addition, the situation in Madinah is very critical; the fear of an
invasion by non-believers lurks over our heads, at the time. But, there is a joy that is veiled in these
hardships; whenever we are free after a laborious day, we enter the Mosque and a glance at your
radiant countenance takes away all our exhaustion and a fresh current of life starts flowing through
us. Jannah is a place par excellence or even better, but there you will be residing at Magam-e
Mahmood (the Praised Station), while we, the underprivileged will be dwelling in some remote
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protects against vulgarity, therefore it safeguards against other sins as well. So, one gets a ready
reward for offering Salah. However, if a person doesn't receive this reward, it signifies that the Salah
has not been offered with all of its obligations and is not up to the mark. It would have been
considered as prayers were it performed as ordained by Allah™ and exemplified by the Holy Prophet
Muhammad®". Therefore, there are two fundamental principles of a true act of worship; one, only
Allah™ can order a particular act of worship and two, it is the exclusive prerogative of the Holy
Prophet Muhammad™**to guide us about its form. Every act of worship must meet these two criteria
to be fruitful. Salah may not take much time, but Allah™* confers on the person the protection against
indecency and immorality, then his conduct starts improving. The act of worship, which has no affect
ona person's practical life, is incomplete. What is the reason for this deficiency? The reason isalack
of awareness about obtaining the complete knowledge concerning the act of worship.

Religious knowledge comprises both the teachings of the Holy Prophet Muhammad ™™ and the
blessings of his Prophethood. Knowledge that doesn't reform the conduct of an individual can only
be termed as information. A person may gather much information but it will be of no consequence in
his practical life. Let us consider great philosophers, historians and intellectuals; I consider the
knowledge they impart as information. Knowledge makes a definite difference in one's life.
Knowledge is imparted only by Prophets™, because they not only convey the words but also deliver
the associated feelings. When a Prophet™ preaches that only Allah™ is worthy of worship. the
feelings associated with his words are also bestowed upon the listener. He accepts this fact from the
core of his heart that only Allah™" is to be worshiped and his conduct endorses his belief in the Unity
of Allah™. When a Prophet™ commands a believer to prostate himself before Allah™, a feeling rising
from the core of a believer's heart overwhelms him to place his forehead on the ground. The intensity
of these feelings is so great that, even after the Prophets™ have left, people endeavour to acquire the
knowledge granted by them, from religious scholars. These scholars are classifiable into two
categories; one category has the wealth of information about the teachings of the Prophet™ that they
disseminate to others. However, they do not transfer the feelings associated with these teachings;
they impart only information, not knowledge. That is why people obtaining information from them
are seen involved in larceny and found in cinemas at night, when away from their Madrassahs. The
question arises why do they indulge in such activities, concealing them from their teachers? The
answer is that these religious teachers are transferring only information and not knowledge to their
students. The second class of religious scholars is known as 'Alim-e Rabbani'. This is 2 Quranic term
derived from Surah Aal-e Imran Verse 80. 'Rabbaniyeen' or 'Alim-¢ Rabbani' is a religious scholar,
who not only possesses an in-depth knowledge of the teachings of the Holy Prophet™™ but also
houses in his Qalb the associated feelings, emanating from the Qalb of the Holy Prophet
Muhammad™***. Any individual honoured with the company of such religious scholars is rewarded
with a positive change in life and the reformation of his conduct. This is the effect that the
beneficence and blessings of Prophethood produce on the followers. The fortunate people blessed
with the company of the Holy Prophet™"* were the most exalted people of this Ummah. However,
the Prophethood of the Holy Prophet™™ embraces all of humanity. Allah™ has created mankind as
the best of His creations; everything in this universe has been declared subservient to mankind.
There are countless stars and planets in this universe and each one of these celestial bodies has to
transmit its influence to the earth. A star's light helps in ripening of crops, while other heavenly
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All Prophets™ sent to this world, preach the message of Allah*™* to people, and teach them cognition
of the Being and Attributes of their Creator. They advise people about His likings and tell them the
ways to achieve His love. They elucidate acts disliked by Him and highlight the ways to keep clear of
such impious acts. They tell people how to spend life in a way that pleases Allah™ and how to avoid
deeds that invoke His wrath.

The faculty to comprehend and achieve thisisa natural instinct deeply embedded inevery individual.
However, drawing benefit from Prophets™ depends upon the decision that one makes by exercising
the prerogative allowed him by Allah™ and by using his natural instincts. It is also important to
understand that religion encompasses all spheres of life and when all aspects of his life submit to the
Will of Allah™, we call him religious and self-righteous. It is not religious to pray at the times for
prayer, but get out of control in one’s personal, social, and collective life, when away from the
mosque. Worship is an important part of religion; however it is not the whole religion. The same fact
can be better understood if we realize how much time we spend offering our five Salah? We hardly
devote a maximum of two hours of our twenty-four hours for this purpose. This means that the
remaining twenty-two hours of the day are not considered as part of the religion! It raises the
question: do we spend twenty-two hours of our day out of the religion? This establishes that the
major portion of ourreligion is not comprised of worship. However, worship does have an influence
on our lives; Allah™ rewards our worship in a way that our daily life starts improving. Generally, the
teal meaning of Thawab (recompense) is misunderstood; taking it as the reward one will get for his
deeds in the Hereafter: this is not the correct interpretation. The argument in this regard is based on
the instruction by the Holy Prophet™* to pay a labourer before his sweat dries. Why does Allah™,
Who orders human beings to pay their wages immediately in this world, reserve the reward of one’s
deed for the next world. The reality is different; one will not only be rewarded on the Day of
Judgment, but he will be readily paid in this temporal life as well. How does the Quran depict the
reward for Salah? Indeed Salah restrains a person from lewdness and evil - 29:44. The reward for
Salah is a defence against lewdness and indecency. Salah cleans one's thought process, personality,
character and deeds, just like we clean our clothes and wring them after washing them with soap and
water. The above quoted verse of the Holy Quran highlights that worship is not only rewarded in the
Hereafter, but that it also eliminates both the inclination towards evil and indecency from one's life
here in this life.

In these modern times. lewdness is taken as enlightenment and this forms the basis for wrongdoing.
Indecency and perversion are the products of superfluous wealth, especially if amassed without
bothering about its legality. Such depraved events pileup one over the other, creatinga vicious circle.
The root of all evils is indecency, and the Glorious Quran uproots this evil by asserting that Salah
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